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FOREWORD

In a place such as New York City, we have a hidden treasure. The Rockaway Point Yacht QlaB%ince
its been here, and we celebrate its 100 Anniversary. We know its value, those of usmdrolaees
and have the good fortune to use its facility are blessed.

Takeaseatyview JamaicaBay andwatchthe streamof ship,sailboatandyachtsgo by. Thengazeacross
the bayto the mostspectaculapanoramicview of New Y o r &kgiise Not enough!Staya while and
watchthesunsetyouc a méptsayingaml lucky orwhat,fi i &gérsof aplaceo

The story, the history, as you foll ow ithu i n
the years.

There are peoplein the club with rich variety of wide-rangingskills, which makeswhatevertask is
neededgetaccomplishedTheybring morethanthat,a unitedspirit anda way of going abouta taskthat
extenddrom theold saltto thenewguy or gal. It works

In a time of changing and confused values, it is reassuring to encounter a company of people, whose
members have a central spirit.

The history needed to be documented and the story told in book form, so | was especiallywpleased
Eileen Van Note initiated the idea.

The Yacht Club has come a long way from my first encounter in 1959. Men in suits and tiesirwomen
dresses, |siome evenmswithficehtr ch, hats. o

| have some personalknowledgeand half-forgotten experienceslt startedwith specialinvite to a
gourmetdinner at the Yacht Club . Enteringthe Yacht Club, a waiter approachesvith a tray of hors
d 6 o eandaglassof champagnd waswell-treatedwelcomedoy the membersandtheirswives Table
settingwith white linen, dishes stemware and cloth napkins We are assignedseatsat tablesof four
with aplacecardii J oEhl nl i Gautetsdtddprintedmenudetailsourdinner Duly impressed

Time passes and now our toddlers are here for a day sail. We spend many a days at the club. Beware
toddlers are not allowed to step inside the club, they must be carried to the bathroom. Not as easy as
today, it fun to see children running about in bathing suits and enjoying the beach, sandy feet and all.

Over the years,the RPYC has shown growth in welcoming of families, initiative with its first female
Commaodoreresponsibilityto the communityanda cooperatioramongits membergo makeit a placeof
refugeandenjoyment
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This history could not havebeenwritten without the encouragemerandassistancef manypeople John
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manyweekswith sortingphotosandmountainsof newandold papersLynn Elliott for editinga good
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Many thanksto Tom Tobin, who successfullytracked down information on membersas well as
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Winter of Discontentjs nowdocumented

To Pete Martino, who spent an afternoon at his office digging out a dusty box of Yacht Club
memorabilia. Thank you Pete.

The first women Commodore, Eileen Van Note, whc;]sugge&te_ and wgnﬁad the Yacht Club Histo
documented for its 1 QO Anniversary. You planted the seed Eileen and the club owes you a thanks

Someothersdeservea specialrecognitionCharlie Healey, a gifted seamanand the first to come
forwardwith p h o tanolsioses HaroldHohnefor keepingin touchsendinge-mailswith dataandphotos
of variousevents To Ben Palino for climbing into the attic and finding old albumsof Yacht Club
p h o tToBokDiercksandNeil Lynch for encouragemerandsupport
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Finally to Midge Diercks for the spectacular Cover photo, your talent is apparent.

Any merit in this book is due in large part to the help of the kind souls named above.
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